
 

  

 Volume 13, No. 1, Spring 2002 

 

 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call for Nominations. The position of ISEE secretary is currently vacant. This is a call for 

nominations for that position, which will be filled by election later this year. To nominate 

yourself or another ISEE member for secretary, contact Victoria Davion, Department of 

Philosophy, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-1627. Email: vdavion@arches.uga.edu. 

According to the Constitution and Bylaws of the ISEE, the secretary's duties are as follows. "The 

Secretary shall keep a record of the meetings of the Society and of the Governing Board; shall 

give at least four weeks notice to all members of the time and place of all Stated Meetings of the 

Society; shall call meetings of the Governing Board; shall arrange elections of officers; shall 

send out lists of nominees to all members in advance of the election of officers; shall report 

election results to the membership by appropriate means; shall maintain a list of members; shall 

notify all committees of their appointment. These items of information may be disseminated by 

means of the Newsletter of the International Society of Environmental Ethics, which the 

Secretary shall distribute. In the absence of the President and Vice President, the Secretary shall 

preside at meetings of the Society." In addition, the secretary organizes the ISEE group program 

at the annual APA central division meetings. 

The APA Pacific Division meeting this March included two ISEE author meets critics sessions, 

on Nicholas Agar's The Intrinsic Value of Nature and on David Strohmaier's The Seasons of 

Fire: Reflections on Fire in the West. Commentators included Gary Varner, Peter List, Peter 

Morrison, Deborah Slicer, Daniel Holbrook, Kevin DeLaplante, James Sterba, and Christopher 

Preston. Other sessions and papers dealing with environmental ethics included an author meets 

critics session on James Sterba's Three Challenges to Ethics, chaired by Mary Anne Warren; a 

Society for Philosophy and Technology session titled "Three Definitions of Technology and 

Where People Fit In; Jane Duran, "The Canine, the Human, and the Mental"; Mylan Engel, Jr., 

"The Mere Considerability of Animals"; and a session of the Society for Philosophy and 

Geography on "Urban Planning, Globalization, and Phenomenological Spaces. 

The APA Central Division meeting this April will include two ISEE sessions. First, an author 

meets critics session on Karen Warren's Ecofeminist Philosophy. Second, a session on "The 

Earth Charter and Environmental Ethics," chaired by Laura Westra. This session will include 

papers by Peter Miller, Victoria Davion, Ruth Lucier and Patricia Werhane. Other sessions and 
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papers dealing with environmental ethics will include Alastair Norcross, "Torturing Puppies and 

Eating Meat: It's All in Good Taste"; Bart Gruzalski, "Invertebrates, Sentience, and the Ethical 

Implications"; Eddy Souffrant, "International Corporate Responsibility in a Globalizing World"; 

Brian Luke, "The Gendered Basis of Animal Exploitation"; F. Scott McElreath, "Carnivorism is 

a System"; and Linette Lowe, "Vegetarianism and Anti-Hate-Speech Activism." 

Laura Westra will do research this Summer at the Faculty of Law in Firenze and Bologna, Italy. 

She has also been asked to teach a series of seminars in Global Environmental Ethics and 

International Environmental Law for the Universita` di Firenze, Institute of Anthropology, for 

the month of June. 

James Sheppard has successfully defended a dissertation, "Metropolitan Environmental Ethics: 

Toward Flourishing Human and Ecological Communities," in the Department of Philosophy at 

SUNY Binghamton, 2002. The thesis was directed by Andrew Light (Applied Philosophy, NYU) 

and the committee included Dale Jamieson (Environmental Studies and Philosophy, Carleton), 

Bill Lawson (Philosophy, Michigan State), and Max Pensky (Philosophy, Binghamton). The 

dissertation is the first comprehensive argument for an environmental ethic extended to cover 

cities and urban areas. Sheppard begins a new tenure track position as Assistant Professor of 

Philosophy at the University of Missouri at Kansas City in July 2002. 

Jeremy Bendik-Keymer has just taken a position as assistant professor of philosophy at 

Colorado College in Colorado Springs, CO. His position will include teaching a lot of 

environmental ethics. Bendik-Keymer is completing a dissertation at the University of Chicago 

titled "Conscience and Humanity." 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

The Global Climate Change and Society Program is seeking a research assistant for the 

summer of 2002. GCCS is an NSF-funded, 8 week summer program (June 17-August 9) for 

undergraduates that examines global climate change from scientific, political, and philosophical 

perspectives. The program is run through the Center for Science and Technology Policy 

Research, University of Colorado, and the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR). 

More information on the program is available at: http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/gccs. They 

seek a research assistant (preferably a graduate student) interested in program themes, and 

available for close to full time for a 9 week period beginning June 10 (plus a small amount of 

time across the spring). Salary: 4k for the 9 weeks. Please contact Robert Frodeman 

(frodeman@colorado.edu; (303) 440-6776) for further information. 

The University of North Texas search for an associate or full professor in environmental justice 

and African-American philosophy or religion has been reopened. The search committee will 

continue to accept applications until the position is filled. Inquiries to Gene Hargrove are 

welcome at 940-565-2266 or hargrove@unt.edu. 

The Environmental Studies Department of Antioch New England Graduate School is pleased 

to announce that they are creating a new masters program in Environmental Advocacy and 

Organizing that offers political education and social action training for people interested in 
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working in the advocacy field. For more information see: 

http://www.antiochne.edu/prospects/esm/advocacy/default.html.Or contact Steve Chase, Director 

of the Environmental Advocacy and Organizing Program, Department of Environmental Studies, 

Antioch New England Graduate School, 40 Avon Street, Keene, NH 03431. Phone: 603-357-

3122 x298.Fax:603-357-0718. Email: Steven_Chase@antiochne.edu. 

Schumacher College: An International Centre for Ecological Studies, is accepting applications 

for its 2001/2002 course programme. Offerings include "Where Earth and Soul Touch: A 

Journey in Ecopsychology," with John Seed, Ruth Rosenhek, and Mary-Jayne Rust, and many 

other interesting courses. To learn more, visit their website at 

<www.gn.apc.org/schumachercollege>. 

CONFERENCES AND CALLS FOR PAPERS 

Environmental Themes in the Islamic World. The New Directions in the Earth Sciences and the 

Humanities Conference invites one or two panels on the general theme of Islam and the Natural 

World. The conference takes place September 27-29, 2002 in Golden, Colorado. Abstracts 

should address issues that lie at the intersection of nature and humanity. Possible topics include: 

Islamic environmental ethics as they are reported in religious texts; modern(re)interpretation or 

application of Islamic environmental guidelines; Islamic environmental principles that are being 

practiced or taught at the household, community or country (eg., school curricula etc.) levels. 

Other possibilities include Islamic perspectives on: (a) global environmental issues, (b) food and 

environmental security, (c) non-renewable resources such as oil, (d)renewable resources such as 

water; (d) biological diversity; (e) intergenerational equity; and on environment and health; and 

on sustainable development. Participants are also welcome to suggest their own topics. Please 

submit, by April 1, 2002, a 500 word abstract on the topic of your choice (individual paper or 

panel suggestion), to: New Directions Conference SPACE Colorado School of Mines Golden, 

CO 80401 For further information contact Robert Frodeman Robert.Frodeman@colorado.edu 

International Forum for Genetic Engineering Workshop 2002. Title: Genetic Engineering 

and the Intrinsic Value and Integrity of Animals and Plants. Dates: 18-21 September 2002. 

Venue: Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, UK. Format: 14 invited speakers from the following 

fields: bioethics; molecular genetics; biodynamic farming; sociology; law; environmental 

philosophy; public perception of technology; plant & animal breeding; transgenesis and 

Goethean phenomenology. Plus guided practical observation sessions; breakout workshops; 

public panel discussion; contributions by representatives of Roslin Institute and other institutes 

round Europe and USA. For full details please see the workshop web site at 

http://www.anth.org/ifgene/2002.htm or contact Ifgene UK co-ordinator: David Heaf, Hafan, 

Cae Llwyd, Llanystumdwy, LL52 0SG, UK. Tel/Fax: 01766 523181. Email: 

101622.2773@compuserve.com. 

Humanities and Technology Association Conference, 24 to 26 October 2002, Rose-Hulman 

Institute of Technology, Terre Haute, Indiana, United States. Call for Papers. The Humanities 

and Technology Association is an interdisciplinary scholarly society that explores interactions of 

technology, science, the humanities, and the social sciences. We welcome papers dealing with all 

aspects of these interactions and wish to draw in as broad a range of disciplines and perspectives 
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as possible. For the 2002 conference, they are particularly interested in receiving proposals for 

papers that deal with the general theme of "Permeable Boundaries: Technology and the Natural 

World. In addition to the conference theme, papers on all other aspects of the interaction of 

technology, science and the humanities are welcome. Submit proposal (200 words) electronically 

by April 1, 2002 to: Andreas Michel, Conference Co-chair, andreas.michel@rose-

hulman.edu.For further information see the following website: http://www.rose-hulman.edu/hta. 

International Association for Environmental Philosophy, Fifth Annual Program, October 12-

14, 2002. Loyola University of Chicago. Abstracts are welcome on all aspects of environmental 

philosophy. The 2002 program will also include a special session on Monday, October 14, on 

'Dwelling(s): The City and Beyond.' Abstracts and proposals are invited for this session as well. 

Please submit, by February 16, 2002, a one or two-page abstract (hard-copy or email) to Kenneth 

Maly, Department of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, La Crosse, WI 54601, or 

maly.kenn@uwlax.edu . 

Reason in Practice: The Journal of Philosophy of Management, is a new journal focused on 

the central philosophical issues of management in theory and practice. These include questions 

of when and whether it is right to manage. For a copy of the introductory issue or to learn more, 

visit www.managmenetphilosophers.com. 

Criticize Holmes. Contributions are invited for a collection of critical essays on the work of 

Holmes Rolston, III. The editors are seeking articles covering the full range of Rolston's work, 

from axiology, to natural theology, philosophy of biology, environmental aesthetics, 

environmental economics, philosophy of law, environmental policy, and others. Articles may 

support or criticize Rolston's positions. Contributions are not expected to exceed thirty double-

spaced pages. Please send submissions to Wayne Ouderkirk or Christopher Preston by 

September 15, 2002. Christopher Preston, Department of Philosophy, University of South 

Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208, preston@sc.edu.Wayne Ouderkirk, Empire State College, 

Cobleskill, NY 12043, wayne.ouderkirk@esc.edu. 

TEACHING ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS 

Context Matters. Remarks on environmental education, by Scott Friskics, Fort Belknap College, 

Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, Montana, USA. 

For me, context is everything. It grounds my thinking and writing. I can't imagine talking about 

environmental ethics without making some reference to Montana's Rocky Mountain Front, Bob 

Marshall Wilderness Complex, Zortman-Landusky mine site, or other defining features of the 

place I inhabit. In order to speak, I have to be speaking from somewhere. 

The same goes for ethical action. For me, ethics is a matter of response-ability - being responsive 

to the call, the touch, the face of the other, regardless of whether it's the call of a meadowlark, the 

touch of a lover, or the face of a mountain. Ethical action seems rooted in these kinds of 

encounters - these dialogues with the others whom we meet and to whom we must respond. 
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Context is everything in teaching, too. I teach environmental ethics at Fort Belknap College, a 

tribally controlled community college located on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, home of 

the Gros Ventre (White Clay/Ah-Ah-Ne-Nin) and Assiniboine (Nakoda) Tribes. Ninety-five 

percent of the students in my class are American Indians - mostly Plains Indians. In addition, 

most of these students are enrolled in the college's Natural Resources Program - an associate of 

science degree program that provides the academic training students need for continued study or 

entry-level employment in resource management, environmental science, or some related field. 

Overall, these students tend to be pretty pragmatic about their schooling. For many this is the 

first philosophy course they've taken, and their tolerance for abstract theorizing is, well, limited. 

So, how does one go about teaching environmental ethics in this context? That was the question 

that confronted me when I arrived at Fort Belknap nine years ago and was instantly struck by the 

irony of my position. What could I - and my western philosophical tradition - possibly have to 

say to these students about caring for the earth and their fellow creatures? I might be interested in 

debates about paleolithic extinctions or European perceptions of pre-Columbian North America 

as an uninhabited "wilderness," but as far as most of my students are concerned, such discussions 

strike them as either: (a) insulting, or (b) yet another example in a long list of European 

misconceptions about the "New World" and its inhabitants. 

I can see their point. Words can't do justice to the ecological havoc wreaked upon the North 

American continent over the past 500 years. For an account of the damage, you only need to look 

around or, to get a more historical perspective, read any of the "before and after" comparisons 

found in environmental literature, such as Anthony Weston's essay, "Is It Too Late?". What's 

more, the ecological trauma inflicted upon this continent is undeniably linked to the way we 

Euro-Americans think about and live upon the land. 

Then there's the local situation. Look at any map of the Fort Belknap Reservation in North-

central Montana and you'll see a large "bite" taken out of its southern end. That's the site of the 

now-defunct Zortman-Landusky mine, which at one time was the largest cyanide heap leach gold 

mine in North America. Up until 1895, that piece of land was part of the reservation. But when 

large gold deposits were discovered by prospectors trespassing on reservation lands, the U.S. 

government decided it needed those mountains after all. So they coerced the Gros Ventre and 

Assiniboine Tribes into signing the Grinnell Agreement, which ceded the land over to the federal 

government.  

After decades of small scale mining, Pegasus Gold Corp. launched their heap leach operations at 

Zortman-Landusky in 1979 - blowing up the mountains, sprinkling the ore with cyanide, and 

collecting bits of gold out of the precipitate. In the process, a place called Spirit Mountain 

became Gold Bug Pit (you have to move a lot of rock to completely invert a mountain and turn a 

peak into a pit), cyanide leaked into the groundwater, and heavy metals, mine tailings and acid-

laden runoff flowed from the mine downstream into creeks on the reservation. After more than 

15 years of environmental and cultural assault, global economic forces stepped in to stop the 

destruction. Gold prices dropped, the mine cut back operations, and eventually Pegasus went 

bankrupt. Today, what's left behind is a legacy of pollution, an unreclaimed mine site and a 

meager reclamation bond of $30 million, which, by the most conservative estimates, won't even 

pay for half of the bare bones reclamation plan favored in a recent Supplemental EIS: case study 

#10,000 of Euro-American models of caring for the earth. 



 

Back in the classroom, I still had my job to do: teach an environmental ethics class at Fort 

Belknap College that would make sense within this multi-layered context. Of all the courses I've 

been asked to teach over the years, this is the one for which I should have felt most prepared; 

instead, I found myself nagged with doubts and questions. Unsure of how to proceed, I fell back 

upon what I was most familiar with, drawing on the sources and texts that addressed what I 

thought were the key issues. In other words, I took the typical approach - in a very atypical 

situation. 

And, in all honesty, the course went surprisingly well. At the end of the quarter, students said I 

made them think, helped them articulate their personal environmental ethic more clearly, and 

pushed them to re-examine the connections between their thoughts and their actions - all the 

kinds of things teachers of environmental ethics want to hear. We also had some excellent 

discussions, in which students talked about everything from buffalo, eagles, and their great 

aunts/uncles to reservation landmarks, hunting practices and, of course, the Zortman-Landusky 

mine. What they didn't seem particularly interested in talking about were the differences between 

intrinsic and instrumental values, biocentrism and anthropocentrism, is and ought, and the like. 

Discussion turned into lecture when we (I) drifted off into abstractions. 

In hindsight, that first year provided me with a great learning experience, and I'm especially 

appreciative of my students' persistent reminders that context really does matter. So more 

recently, I've taken to building my environmental ethics course around James Welch's novel, 

Fools Crow (admittedly, not a terribly innovative move, since I remember Tom Birch assigning 

the book in his Philosophy of Ecology course at the University of Montana at least a dozen years 

ago). With this book, I've found students reading ahead (not something I'm used to) and coming 

to class ready to discuss all manner of textual details - characters, events, local geography, family 

and tribal names, words, customs, ceremonies, and much, much more. I've also found many 

students making connections between these specific details and the more general questions that 

go to the heart of what environmental ethics is all about: what does it mean to be a member of a 

moral community, to whom and for whom are we responsible, how does one practice reciprocity 

with our nonhuman fellows? These aren't just issues that Fools Crow and the Blackfeet had to 

wrestle with back in the 1870s; they're the same issues folks face on the Fort Belknap 

Reservation - and around the world - in 2002. Things change; we can't turn back time; what's 

done is done, but we still have choices to make, commitments to follow through on, persons 

(human and otherwise) and places to care for. 

As a teacher, I've had to learn what being a classroom facilitator is all about - not out of some 

pedagogical conviction, but rather as a matter of practical necessity: on many issues, I'm the least 

knowledgeable person in the room. I still provide structure for the course, ask guiding questions, 

and offer my two cents once in awhile, although, now, I spend much of class-time just sitting and 

listening. And, as each year goes by, my education continues as well; my students' insights begin 

to take root (slowly and partially, to be sure), shaping my thinking, my writing and, I hope, my 

way of living. 

 

I don't think I'm being appropriative or imperialistic here, although these are dangers we must 

always be on guard against. To me, it's more about what Howard Herrod, in his book The 



Animals Came Dancing, talks about as "the cognitive and emotional dissonance" that Native 

American perspectives can offer us. And it's also about resonance. After my class finishes 

reading Fools Crow, we move on to Leopold's "Land Ethic." At this point, students seem much 

more open to what Leopold has to say. He may be speaking out of a western scientific and 

philosophical context, but he, like Welch, is also asking questions about what it means to belong 

to a more inclusive moral community and practice responsibility with respect to - and for - the 

land. 

My context for teaching environmental ethics is extremely place-specific, but, then, so is 

everyone else's. My hope is that these musings will have some translate-ability for the unique 

teaching/learning situations we all find ourselves in.  

***** 

Scott Friskics teaches environmental ethics and works as a grant-writer at Fort Belknap College 

(P.O. Box 159; Harlem, MT, 59526). In 2001, he published a pair of essays entitled: "Dialogical 

Relations with Nature" Environmental Ethics. 23 (Winter 2001): 391-410, and "How Does 

Nature Speak to Our Concern? The Case of Montana's Rocky Mountain Front" in Philosophy 

and Everyday Life. Ed. Laura Duhan Kaplan. New York: Seven Bridges Press, 2001: 193-206. 

Teaching Environmental Ethics is an occasional feature of the newsletter. If you have comments 

regarding any aspect of teaching environmental ethics that you would like to share with fellow 

ISEE members, please send them to the newsletter editor. 

 

MEDIA 

Love the Earth and Be Healed. A series of six programs, about 25 minutes each, for Christian 

environmentalists. The six are: 

1. Facing Our Dilemmas. A major oil company's efforts to be environmentally responsible 

introduces dilemmas. Reflections by theologians and business persons. 

2. In this Web Together. An organic farm and the relationship the farmer feels with the land, 

with connections to how Christians relate to creation. 

3. How Much Is Enough? The Rocky Mountain Institute (Amory Lovins) works for the efficient 

use of resources and energy. The spiritual costs of consumerism. 

4. Loving Nature. A congregation in Montana is working to save the Sweetgrass Hills from the 

devastation of modern gold mining--out of love for nature. 

5. Not in Anybody's Back Yard! A Wisconsin community's discovery of toxic waste in their 

water system. Environmental justice. 

6. Celebrating the Earth. Loving animals and what the church can do. A visit to a "green" 

cathedral to celebrate creation. 

Produced by UMCom Productions. Available from EcuFilm, 810 Twentieth Ave., So., Nashville, 

TN 37203. 800/251-4091. An ecumenical film/video distribution service. 

ISEE WEBSITE AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 



The 2001 update to the ISEE Website Bibliography is now complete and available, online and 

CD disk. Website address: http://www.cep.unt.edu/ISEE.html. The bibliography is available both 

in entirety (A-Z, over 5 megabytes) and also divided into five parts: A-C, D-H, I-M, N-R, S-Z. 

Each file is from 1.0 - 1.2 megabytes. There are over 11,000 references available here. On the 

web, there is a search engine and the results can be e-mailed to your local e-mail address. The 

bibliography can also be downloaded from this site in Acrobat PDF format, in the five files. Or, 

it can be browsed there, PDF format, though this requires a fast computer for convenience. In the 

PDF version annual updates are fully alphabetized into the pre-existing database, as are various 

other corrections that it is impractical to introduce into the main database. ISEE Newsletters can 

also be obtained through this site. The current newsletter issues are where you will find 2002 

bibliographic entries, which will be integrated into the website bibliography at the next annual 

update (early 2003). Lists of "Anthologies," "Systematic works," and "Introductory articles" may 

be found under those headings. 

The bibliography is also on CD Disk in Rich Text Format (.rtf). This format can be easily 

translated into any of various other software programs, including Macintosh. Underlined titles 

and diacritical marks may be lost in some of these translations. Additions are welcome and will 

be incorporated into the data base. Those that arrive formatted appropriately will be given 

immediate attention; others will take longer. Keyboarding is time-consuming. The compiler of 

the bibliography, from whom the bibliography may be obtained on CD disk is Holmes Rolston 

III: Department of Philosophy, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO 80523. Phone: 1 

(country code) 970 491-6315 (office). Fax: 1-970 491-4900. Email: 

rolston@lamar.colostate.edu. Cost is $ 5.00 U.S. Copies of the CD disks have also been placed 

with the ISEE Regional Representatives in various nations, and internationals will find it quicker 

to obtain copies there. See below in this ISEE Newsletter for names and addresses. But the 

easiest, cheapest way is to download the PDF files from the website. 

RECENT POLISH ARTICLES AND BOOKS 

Polish publications (1995-2000) in Environmental Philosophy and Bioethics: 

Birnbacher, D., Odpowiedzialno__ za przyszle pokolenia / A Responsibility for Future 

Generations (a translation from German Verantvortung für zukünftige Generationen), Oficyna 

Naukowa (Scientific Publishers), Warszawa, 1999. 

Bonenberg, M. M., Cz_owiek i Ziemia (Human and Earth), Polska Akademia Nauk (Polish 

Academy of Sciencess Press), Kraków, 1999. 

Do__ga, J. M. & Czartoszewski, J. W. (eds.), Ochrona _rodowiska w filozofii i teologii 

(Environmental Protection in Philosophy and Theology), Warszawa: Wydawnictwo ATK (ATK 

Press), 1999. 

Fiut, I. S., Ekoetyki. Kierunki rozwoju aksjologii wspó_czesnej przyjaznej _rodowisku 

(Ecoethics. The Directions of Development of Contemporary Environment-friendly Axiology), 

Oficyna Wydawnicza ABRYS (ABRYS Press), Kraków, 1999. 
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Go_aszewska, M., (ed.), Poznanie i doznanie. Eseje z estetyki ekologii (Cognition and 

Impression. Essays on Aesthetics of Ecology), UNIVERSITAS, Kraków, 2000. 

Koz_owski, S., W drodze do ekorozwoju (On the Way to Ecodevelopment), Warszawa: PWN 

(Polish Scientific Publishers), 1997. 

Krakowiak, J. L., (ed.), Ziemia domem cz_owieka (The Earth's Home of Human): 

-vol.1: Wspó_tworzenie _wiadomo_ci ekologicznej - ku federacji _ycia (The Co-Creation of 

Environmental Consciousness - Towards A Federation of Life); 

-vol.2: Teoria i praktyka ochrony _rodowiska w Polsce (The Theory and Practice of 

Environmental Protection in Poland)], Polskie Towarzystwo Uniwersalizmu, Centrum 

Uniwersalizmu przy Uniwersytecie Warszawskim, Polska Federacja _ycia (Polish Society for 

Universalism & Warsaw University), 1997. 

Matczak, P., Problemy ekologiczne jako problemy spo_eczne (Ecological problems as Social 

Issues), Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM (UAM Press), Pozna_, 2000. 

Michnowski, L., Jak _y_? Ekorozwój albo..., (How to Live? Ecodevelopment or...), 

Wydawnictwo Ekonomia i _rodowisko (Economy & Environment Publishers), Bialystok, 1995. 

Papuzi_ski, A., _ycie - Nauka - Ekologia. Prolegomena do kulturalistycznej filozofii ekologii 

(Life - Science - Ecology, Prolegomena to Cultural Philosophy of Ecology), Wyd. WSP w 

Bydgoszczy (Bydgoszcz College of Educational Sciences Press), 1998. 

Papuzi_ski, A., (ed.) Decentralizacja, Regionalizacja, Ekologia. Studium Filozoficznych, 

spo_eczno-politycznych i edukacyjnych aspektów ekologii z perspektywy "ma_ych ojczyzn" 

(Decentralization, Regionalization, Ecology. The Study of Philosophical, Social-Political, and 

Educational Aspects of Ecology from the "little mother-lands" point of view), Wydawnictwo 

WSP w Bydgoszczy (Bydgoszcz College of Educational Sciences Press), 1998. 

Papuzi_ski, A., (ed.), Wprowadzenie do filozoficznych problemów ekologii (An Introduction to 

Philosophical Problems of Ecology), WSP Bydgoszcz (Bydgoszcz College of Educational 

Sciences Press), 1999. 

Pietra_, M., Bezpiecze_stwo ekologiczne w Europie. Studium politologiczne (Ecological 

Security in Europe. The Study from Political Science Perspective), UMCS (UMCS Press), 

Lublin, 2000. 

Tyburski, W., Etyka a ekologia (Ethics and Ecology), Toru_: PKE - Oddzia_ Pomorsko-

Kujawski (Polish Ecological Club - Pomerania-Kujawy Division Publishers), 1995 

Tyburski, W., (ed.), ETYKA _RODOWISKOWA - teoretyczne i praktyczne implikacje 

(Environmental Ethics - theoretical and practical implications), Instytut Filozofii UMK & Odzia_ 

Kujawsko-Pomorski PKE (TOP KURIER Publishers) Toru_, 1998 



Wawrzyniak, J., "Teoretyczna struktura bioetyki neonaturalistycznej (The Theoretical Structure 

of Neonaturalistic Bioethics)" in: Wawrzyniak, J., (ed.), Dynamika praktyki moralnej i jej 

etyczne racjonalizacje (The Dynamics of Moral Practice and its Ethical Rationalizations), 

Wydawnictwo Naukowe IF UAM (IF UAM Publishers), Pozna_, 1999, 

Wawrzyniak, J., Teoretyczne podstawy neonaturalistycznej bioetyki _rodowiskowej (The 

Theoretical Foundations of Neonaturalistic Environmental Bioethics), Wydawnictwo Naukowe 

IF UAM (IF UAM Publishers), Pozna_, 2000. 

Contents:  

Part I. Intoduction to Neonaturalism 

Part II. Evolutionary Ethics: Eco-Evolutionary Identification of Morality 

Part III. Evolutionary Axiology and Radical Metaethical Neonaturalism 

Thanks to Jan Wawyrzyniak, ISEE representative in Eastern and Central Europe. 

RECENT ARTICLES AND BOOKS 

Thanks to Mary McAfee, Grand Junction, Colorado for editorial assistance compiling the 

bibliography. Mary was formerly with the Colorado Division of Wildlife. 

--Aber, J; Neilson, RP; McNulty, S; Lenihan, JM, Bachelet, D; Drapek, RJ, "Forest Processes 

and Global Environmental Change: Predicting the Effects of Individual and Multiple Stressors," 

Bioscience 51(no, 9, 2001):735-752. 

--Alder, J; Ward, T, "Australia's Oceans Policy: Sink or Swim?" Journal of Environment and 
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NEWS 

Bush's global warming plan. In March of 2001, U.S. President George Bush rejected the 

international treaty (known as the Kyoto Protocol) aimed at cutting CO2 emissions to 1990 

levels by 2012, a treaty that has been agreed to (although not yet ratified) by almost every other 

industrial power and developing country. Bush had argued that the treaty would burden the U.S. 

economy "throwing millions of U.S. citizens out of work" and that it unfairly exempted major 

developing countries from reductions. The U.S. is the single largest producer of greenhouse 

emissions, generating 20% of the total. Now the Bush Administration has announced that it 

would respond to concerns about global warming with voluntary measures aimed at slowing the 

rate of growth in CO2 emissions, while letting their total amount continue to rise. This voluntary 

approach would be encouraged by $4.6 billion in tax credits for renewable energy sources and 

use of more efficient cars, and by future emission trading incentives. According to President 

Bush, "My approach recognizes that economic growth is the solution, not the problem"--for a 

thriving economy is necessary to build the wealth necessary to improve conditions on the planet. 

A French climate change official argued that the Bush proposal showed that the U.S. wanted 

change "at no cost and in a way that would not in any way challenge the American lifestyle and 

especially its consumption." He also worried that the Bush approach will destabilize support for 

the Kyoto pact as countries less rich than the U.S. wonder why they should act forcefully when 

the U.S.'s approach is so modest. See Andrew Revkin, "Bush Offers Plan for Voluntary 

Measures to Limit Gas Emissions," New York Times (2/15/02): A6 and Suzanne Daley, 

"Europeans Give Bush Plan on Climate Change a Tepid Reception," New York Times (2/15/02): 

A6. 

 

Gatekeepers in Yellowstone wear gas masks. West Yellowstone, Montana bills itself as the 

"Snowmobile Capital of the World." At the entrance to the park just outside of the city, National 

Park employees are wearing gas masks to ward off headaches, dizziness, and nausea from the 

fumes of the snowmobiler entering the park. Says one gatekeeper: "It's a nightmare. It's chaos. 

It's loud. It's smelly. It's dangerous. . . . It's just too much. The roads can't handle it. The animals 

can't handle it. We can't handle it." Under the Clinton Administration, the Park Service had 



ordered snowmobiles phased out of Yellowstone by the winter of 2003-2004. The only vehicles 

that would then be allowed in the Park in the winter would be snow coaches--minivans on skis 

and tank-like treads--that carry 12 passengers. But after a lawsuit filed by a snowmobiler 

manufacturer's association, the Bush Administration has reopened the decision and is 

considering a compromise proposal that would allow a reduced number of snowmobiles in the 

park each day and would require new stringent emissions for the vehicles. To meet these 

requirements, snowmobilers would have to ride new, cleaner and quieter machines with four-

stroke engines instead of the two-stroke engines common today. Two-stroke snowmobiles have 

engines comparable in noise and emissions to law-mower motors. Four-stroke snowmobiles are 

quiet enough that you can talk in their presence. Some prefer them to the snow coaches, which 

although they reduce pollution by carrying multiple passengers, are incredibly noisy (ear plugs 

are provided for passengers who ride in them). After seeing the new quieter snowmobiles, some 

Park Service employees are saying they can live with them. See Dennis McAuliffe, 

"Snowmobilers Could Shift Into Park Again," Washington Post (2/15/02): A3. 

Ecosaboteur known as "the Fox" dies. James Phillips, a middle school science teacher who 

was one of the first to use tactics to protect the environment that were later refined by 

Greenpeace and other environmental groups, died at age 70 this past October. His tactics 

included plugging polluting sewer outlets, leaving skunks on the doorsteps of the executives of 

the polluting industries, putting up signs attacking steel companies that said: "Making steel is my 

business, murdering your environment is my sideline." He once collected 50 pounds of sewage 

that a company had put into Lake Michigan and then dumped it in the company's reception room. 

In an interview in 1970, he said "I got tired of watching the smoke and filth and the little streams 

dying one by one. . . . Finally I decided to do somethingthe courts weren't doing anything to 

these polluters except granting continuance after continuance." Although Phillips left notes 

identifying his work as done by "the Fox," the police never managed to catch him. The Fox's 

escapades stopped after enactment of state and federal laws to control pollution. See Douglas 

Martin, "James Phillips, 70, Environmentalist Who was called the Fox," New York Times 

(10/22/01), obituaries. For access online: 

http//c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?e26424664&e=6347 

Giving up on Superfund's polluters pay doctrine. With dwindling resources in the once huge 

Superfund account, the Bush administration has decided to cut back on the number of sites 

designated for restoration and shift most of the costs of cleanup from industry to taxpayers. In 

1995, Congress ended the corporate taxes that provided the substantial monies necessary to clean 

up "orphaned" toxic waste sites. In 1994, 20% of the cost of clean up was borne by the taxpayer. 

President Bush's budget proposal chooses not to try to reauthorize the taxes and proposes that 

taxpayers pay 50% of the cost in 1993 and 100% in 1994. In an editorial to the New York Times, 

former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Carol Browner charges that Bush is 

abrogating a national promise made in the wake of Love Canal that toxic waste sites would be 

cleaned up and that "the polluters, not the American people, would pay." See Katharine Seelye, 

"Bush Proposing to Shift Burden of Toxic Cleanups to Taxpayer," New York Times (2/24/02) 

and Carol Browner, "Polluters Should Have to Pay," New York Times (3/1/02): editorial page. 

Wolves return to Germany. Last year Saxony farmers noticed a pair of wolves living in a 

military training ground, with lots of habitat and few humans, and last summer the pair gave 



birth to two pups. These are the first wolves known to breed in Germany since the mid-1800's. 

Brief story in Science 294(23 November 2001):1649. 

Rats eradicated on Campbell Island, New Zealand. New Zealand conservation officials 

dropped 120 tonnes of bait and a team of twenty rat hunters onto sub-Antarctic Campbell Island 

in the world's largest rodent eradication project. They hope to wipe out 200,000 Norway rats 

accidentally introduced to the island by whalers and sealers over a century ago, to restore the 

28,000 acre island to its natural state. This will permit the return of a flightless teal duck (a few 

are in captivity) and a species of snipe found nowhere else (a few found on a ratless adjacent 

island). The island is said to have the world's largest concentration of rats; it may take two years 

to clear the island of Norway rats. Reuters story, July 25, 01. 

Global warming in the genes. Research shows that one mosquito species' winter dormancy 

period, a genetically controlled trait that monitors day length to end the dormancy. Between 1972 

and 1996 the mosquito shifted genetically to leave dormancy with a 14 minute shorter day, these 

shorter days being as warm as formerly were those 14 minutes longer. Brief story and further 

reference, Science 294(23 November 2001):1649. 

Animal welfare of rodents. For thirty years, the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) has exempted mice, rats, and birds from the Animal Welfare Act. But these account for 

95% of all experimental animals. The U.S. Congress has approved the start of developing rules 

for the use of rodents, previously blocked by biomedical research groups. The USDA has been 

persistently sued by animal rights groups and had agreed to draft caging and care rules. But 

biomedical groups had blocked this until now. Depending on how fast the USDA moves, the 

matter could soon be back in court. See David Malakoff, "Congress Clears Way for Rodent 

Rules," Science 294(23 November 2001):1637. 

Smallpox lives. Health officials have debated for over a decade whether to destroy the last 

remaining smallpox, held secure in the U.S. and Russia. The World Health Organization has 

advocated destruction, "extinction," but U.S. officials dithered. Now, partly in result of the 

September 11 attacks and the anthrax scare, U.S. administration ruled, contrary to the WHO, that 

it will preserve the smallpox indefinitely, for scientific reasons, to develop better models of the 

disease, for defense against potentially variant forms, to develop new vaccines, and in case of 

terrorist attacks. It was, says Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases, "verging on naive" to think that the only remaining stocks were in the U.S. 

and Russia. Brief story in Science 294(23 November 2001):1633. 

Victims of Sound. The U.S. Navy has concluded that a sonar training exercise caused a mass 

whale stranding in the Bahamas in March 2000 that killed several rare beaked whales. The 

strandings were caused by an "unusual combination" of factors, including sea-bottom contours 

and water conditions that may have magnified sonar pings. The accoustic assault appears to have 

left some whales dazed and confused, causing them to swim ashore. The Navy says it will try to 

avoid using sonar in similar situations during training runs. Brief story in Science 295 (11 

January 2002):251. 
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